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Dear Drs. Willis, Moore, & Houston,
I am writing to propose developing a course titled AI for Presentations, a practical, forward-looking offering designed to address two increasingly important areas of student development: effective communication and responsible artificial intelligence literacy.
As artificial intelligence continues to reshape academic, professional, and organizational environments, it is becoming clear that students need more than exposure to these tools. They must also learn how to use them thoughtfully, strategically, and ethically. At the same time, many students continue to struggle with public speaking, presentation design, organization of ideas, audience awareness, and professional delivery. These communication-related soft skills remain among the most important competencies for long-term student success, yet they are often underdeveloped.
This proposed course is designed to address both needs in an integrated, highly applied manner. AI for Presentations would teach students how to use AI tools to brainstorm, outline, refine, and efficiently build presentations, while also requiring them to develop the human capabilities that technology cannot replace. In particular, the course would emphasize soft skills such as verbal clarity, confidence, professionalism, adaptability, teamwork, audience awareness, and the ability to communicate effectively under time constraints.
The structure of the course is intentionally performance-based. Students would complete 10 presentations during the semester, including 5 individual and 5 team presentations, with 1 class meeting each week dedicated to live presentations. The course would culminate in a final in-class presentation examination in which students are assigned a topic, use AI to prepare under a limited time, and then deliver a 10-minute presentation. By the end of the course, students would be expected to demonstrate the ability to build and deliver a coherent presentation within one hour.
I believe this course would make a meaningful contribution to the curriculum because it is timely, practical, and closely aligned with workforce readiness. Employers continue to seek graduates who can communicate clearly, think critically, collaborate effectively, and present themselves with confidence and professionalism. This course would directly support the development of those competencies while also helping students engage responsibly with a technology that is increasingly shaping how work is performed.
Importantly, this course would not position AI as a shortcut or replacement for effort. Rather, it would frame AI as an assistant, while maintaining student responsibility for judgment, accuracy, delivery, and quality. In that respect, the course is not simply about presentations or technology in isolation. It is about preparing students to communicate effectively and professionally in a world where AI is becoming a permanent part of the landscape.
For these reasons, I believe AI for Presentations would be a valuable addition to our offerings and provide students with a distinctive combination of practical skill development, soft-skills training, and applied AI fluency.
Sincerely,
Dr. J.K. Genesis Mitchell
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What This Course Is
AI for Presentations is a practical, performance-based course that teaches students how to use artificial intelligence to create, refine, and deliver effective presentations. The course combines AI literacy with soft skills development, especially public speaking, confidence, professionalism, teamwork, and communication under pressure.
Why This Course Is Needed
Students increasingly have access to AI tools, but many still struggle with:
· public speaking
· presentation anxiety
· slide design
· organizing ideas clearly
· professional communication
· speaking with confidence in front of others
This course addresses both problems at once: it teaches students how to use AI well while developing the human communication skills that employers still value most.
What Students Will Learn
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
· prompt AI for better presentation results
· improve weak AI outputs through repeated prompting
· use AI as an assistant rather than a shortcut
· build professional presentations quickly
· deliver a clear 10-minute presentation with confidence
· work effectively in teams
· create and deliver a presentation within one hour

Why It Matters
This course is about more than slides. It is about preparing students to:
· communicate clearly
· present professionally
· think on their feet
· collaborate with others
· build confidence
· use AI responsibly in academic and professional settings
These are the kinds of soft skills employers consistently demand and the kinds of skills that make graduates more competitive.
Course Structure
· 15-week course
· Meets twice per week for 1 hour 15 minutes
· One class per week: instruction, AI prompting, design, and practice
· One class per week: live presentations
Major Assignments
· 5 solo presentations
· 5 team presentations
· 1 final in-class presentation exam
Signature Outcome
By the end of the course, students will be able to plan, build, and deliver a coherent 10-minute presentation within one hour using AI-assisted workflows and sound presentation principles.
Why This Course Adds Value
This course would give students a distinctive blend of:
· AI fluency
· communication skill
· confidence
· professionalism
· teamwork
· workforce readiness
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1. PITCH
AI for Presentations is exactly the kind of course a modern university should want in its curriculum because it develops the one thing employers repeatedly need and students repeatedly lack: the ability to communicate clearly, confidently, and professionally under pressure.
Right now, students are entering a world where artificial intelligence can help them build content faster than ever, but speed without judgment is dangerous, and access to AI without soft skills development creates a graduate who may be technically assisted but professionally weak. Students can generate slides, but many still cannot think on their feet, speak with confidence, organize ideas clearly, adapt to an audience, or deliver a polished message in real time. That gap is not minor. It is one of the clearest employability weaknesses in higher education.
This course directly addresses that gap. It trains students to use AI well, not lazily. It teaches them how to prompt for quality, revise weak outputs, and build presentations quickly, but it also does something even more important: it develops soft skills that machines cannot replace. Students learn poise, verbal clarity, professional presence, teamwork, audience awareness, persuasion, adaptability, and confidence under time pressure.
That matters because employers do not just hire knowledge. They hire communication. They hire judgment. They hire presence. They hire people who can stand up, explain an idea, defend it, respond to questions, and inspire confidence in others.
This course is not fluff. It is practical, modern, and deeply aligned with workforce readiness. It teaches students how to use AI as a force multiplier while also developing the human skills that will continue to distinguish strong graduates from weak ones. In that sense, this course is not only timely. It is necessary.

2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
AI for Presentations is a practical, performance-based course designed to help students use artificial intelligence to create and deliver effective presentations with speed, confidence, and professionalism. The course responds to two major student development needs: stronger communication skills and responsible AI literacy. Many students struggle with public speaking, slide design, organization, and preparation efficiency. At the same time, AI is rapidly reshaping how professionals brainstorm, structure, refine, and communicate ideas.
This course teaches students how to prompt AI strategically, improve results through repeated prompting, use AI as an assistant rather than a substitute for judgment, and develop stronger speaking ability through repeated solo and team-based presentations. Students complete ten presentations during the semester, including five solo presentations and five team presentations, and finish with a timed in-class final presentation exam on an assigned topic.
The course is intentionally designed to reduce presentation anxiety, improve speaking effectiveness, strengthen soft skills, strengthen visual communication skill, and prepare students for academic and professional environments in which rapid, clear, AI-supported communication is increasingly essential.



3. THE CASE FOR THE COURSE
Higher education is facing a serious challenge. Students now have unprecedented access to AI tools, but access alone does not produce excellence. In many cases, it produces the opposite: overreliance, weak judgment, shallow preparation, and a false sense of competence. A student may be able to produce a deck quickly, but still be unable to explain it clearly, defend it under questioning, or deliver it with confidence.
That is why this course matters.
The future does not belong to students who can merely generate content. It belongs to students who can use AI to enhance thinking while still demonstrating professional communication, sound judgment, and persuasive delivery. This course is built around that reality.
It does not treat AI as the star. It treats AI as a tool. The real subject of the course is communication performance in an AI-shaped world.

4. WHY SOFT SKILLS DEVELOPMENT MAKES THIS COURSE NECESSARY
One of the strongest arguments for this course is the need for soft skills development.
Many students are underprepared in the following areas:
· public speaking
· professional presence
· verbal clarity
· audience awareness
· teamwork
· adaptability
· persuasion
· confidence
· time management under pressure
· handling live questions and feedback
These are not secondary skills. These are career-shaping skills.
A graduate may have technical knowledge and even AI fluency, but if that graduate cannot present an idea effectively, contribute credibly in meetings, communicate with professionalism, or deliver under pressure, that graduate will be less competitive. Employers continue to value soft skills precisely because those skills drive leadership potential, team effectiveness, client trust, and organizational influence.
This course directly develops those skills through repeated structured performance. Students do not just hear about communication. They practice it again and again. They learn how to speak, how to organize, how to persuade, how to collaborate, and how to improve. AI helps them prepare faster, but the real educational gain comes from the human skill development embedded in the course.
That makes this course bigger than a presentation class. It is a soft-skills accelerator for the AI age.

5. STRATEGIC VALUE TO THE UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
This course offers value in several ways.
A. It is highly relevant
The course responds directly to a real and growing need: students must know how to use AI responsibly while also strengthening communication abilities.
B. It is workforce-oriented
It prepares students for interviews, presentations, team meetings, pitches, training sessions, and client-facing communication.
C. It supports soft-skills development
It gives the college a visible way to say that it is actively developing oral communication, confidence, teamwork, and professionalism.
D. It is distinctive
Many schools talk about AI. Far fewer create applied courses that combine AI with real communication performance and soft skills training.
E. It is marketable
Students will understand the value of a course that promises to help them present better, faster, and with less anxiety.
F. It is academically defensible
This is not a gimmick course. It has a clear learning logic, repeated assessment, structured accountability, and concrete skill outcomes.

6. COURSE OVERVIEW
Course Title: AI for Presentations
Course Format: Face-to-face
Course Length: 15 weeks
Meeting Frequency: Twice per week
Class Length: 1 hour 15 minutes per meeting
This course teaches students how to use artificial intelligence to create, refine, and deliver effective presentations. Students learn how to prompt AI for useful outputs, improve those outputs through repeated prompting, evaluate what makes presentations effective, create better slides in less time, rehearse more intelligently, and develop stronger public speaking confidence.
The class is built around performance. Students present frequently. They do not just discuss communication; they practice it.

7. SIGNATURE COURSE OUTCOME
By the end of this course, students will be able to plan, build, and deliver a coherent 10-minute presentation within a one-hour period using AI-assisted workflows and sound presentation principles.
This is the defining promise of the course and one of its strongest selling points.

8. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
1. Use AI tools to brainstorm, outline, refine, and improve presentation content.
2. Write effective prompts that generate useful presentation materials.
3. Improve AI-generated output through repeated prompting and revision.
4. Explain why strong AI use depends on iteration rather than one-time prompting.
5. Use AI as a presentation assistant rather than a replacement for judgment.
6. Identify the major qualities of an effective presentation.
7. Create visually clean, organized, audience-focused slide decks.
8. Deliver clear, confident, and professional 10-minute presentations.
9. Use AI to improve rehearsal, speaker notes, transitions, and delivery preparation.
10. Work effectively in teams to create and deliver presentations.
11. Perform under time pressure and adapt to unfamiliar topics.
12. Develop soft skills including confidence, poise, audience awareness, verbal clarity, teamwork, and professional presence.
13. Reduce presentation anxiety through repeated practice.

9. COURSE DESIGN AND DELIVERY MODEL
The course meets twice each week.
Class Meeting One
Instruction, demonstration, prompting practice, AI tool guidance, slide design strategy, delivery coaching, and assignment launch.
Class Meeting Two
Presentation day. Students deliver the assigned talk, receive feedback, and reflect on how AI supported or failed to support their preparation.
This structure is a major strength of the course because it creates a cycle of instruction, application, and performance every week.

10. MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS AND PRESENTATION SEQUENCE
Solo Presentation 1: Introduce Yourself with AI Support
Students create a short professional self-introduction presentation focused on their background, strengths, interests, and goals.
Team Presentation 1: Explain an AI Tool
Teams present on an AI tool, how it works, who it is for, and why it matters.
Solo Presentation 2: Teach the Class Something Useful
Students teach the class how to do, understand, or improve something in a clear and engaging way.
Team Presentation 2: Solve a Real-World Problem
Teams identify a problem and present a practical solution supported by AI-assisted preparation.
Solo Presentation 3: Persuasive Presentation
Students argue for an idea, product, position, or action.
Team Presentation 3: Comparison Presentation
Teams compare two tools, products, ideas, or strategies and recommend one.
Solo Presentation 4: Information into Story
Students take information, evidence, or basic data and turn it into an engaging, meaningful presentation.
Team Presentation 4: Crisis or Challenge Response
Teams present a response plan to a difficult business, campus, or social scenario.
Solo Presentation 5: Rapid Build Presentation
Students create and deliver a presentation under tighter preparation time constraints.
Team Presentation 5: Pitch Presentation
Teams deliver a professional pitch for an idea, initiative, business, or project.

11. FINAL EXAM DESIGN
The final exam is an in-class presentation challenge.
Students are given a topic in class and then have a limited amount of time to prepare a presentation using AI tools and their own judgment. They then deliver a live presentation.
The final is especially valuable because it tests both AI-supported preparation and the soft skills that actually matter: composure, clarity, adaptability, and delivery under pressure.

12. RECOMMENDED TOOLS AND RESOURCES
Students may use tools such as:
· ChatGPT
· Gemini
· Microsoft Copilot
· PowerPoint AI-supported features
· NotebookLM
· PopAi
The instructor may introduce additional tools depending on availability and instructional value.

13. FULL SYLLABUS
Course Title
AI for Presentations
Professor
Dr. J.K. Genesis Mitchell
Course Description
AI for Presentations is a practical, performance-based course designed to teach students how to use artificial intelligence to create, refine, and deliver effective presentations. Students learn how to prompt AI for useful results, improve those results through continual prompting, use AI as an assistant rather than a replacement for judgment, and recognize the qualities of a strong presentation. The course emphasizes rapid presentation development, visual professionalism, confident speaking, audience engagement, and repeated practice. By the end of the course, students are expected to be able to build a presentation and deliver a 10-minute talk within a one-hour period.
Course Purpose
The purpose of this course is to help students become more effective and more confident presenters by teaching them how to use AI as a practical communication assistant. Students will learn how to generate and improve ideas, organize material, design slides, rehearse delivery, and refine presentation quality through repeated prompting and revision. The course is built around frequent presentation practice so that students improve through repetition rather than theory alone.
Student Learning Outcomes
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
1. Use AI tools to brainstorm, outline, refine, and improve presentation content.
2. Write effective prompts that generate useful presentation materials.
3. Improve AI-generated output through repeated prompting and revision.
4. Explain why effective AI use depends on iteration rather than one-time prompting.
5. Use AI as a presentation assistant instead of a substitute for thinking.
6. Identify the essential characteristics of an effective presentation.
7. Create visually clear, organized, audience-focused slide decks.
8. Deliver confident, professional, and well-structured 10-minute presentations.
9. Use AI to improve rehearsal, delivery preparation, and speaking effectiveness.
10. Work effectively in teams to create and deliver presentations.
11. Adapt to unfamiliar topics and perform under time constraints.
12. Strengthen soft skills including professionalism, poise, collaboration, and verbal clarity.
13. Reduce presentation anxiety through repeated speaking practice.
Skills Developed
Students will strengthen skills in public speaking, oral communication, visual communication, prompt writing, AI literacy, audience awareness, organization, teamwork, time management, professional presence, persuasion, adaptability, and rapid idea development.
Course Format
The course meets twice each week for 1 hour and 15 minutes per session. In most weeks, the first class meeting will be devoted to instruction, demonstrations, prompt practice, slide design strategy, AI tool training, workshop time, and assignment launch. The second class meeting will be devoted to presentations, feedback, and reflection.
Major Course Requirements
Students will complete:
· five solo presentations
· five team presentations
· weekly prompt logs or reflections
· participation in workshop activities and peer feedback
· a final in-class presentation exam based on an assigned topic


14. GRADING PLAN AND RUBRIC
Grading Breakdown
Solo Presentations (5): 25%
Team Presentations (5): 25%
Weekly Prompt Logs / Reflections: 15%
Participation and Peer Feedback: 10%
AI Use Documentation / Process Accountability: 10%
Final In-Class Presentation Exam: 15%
Total: 100%
Presentation Evaluation Criteria
Each presentation will be evaluated on:
· content quality
· organization and structure
· slide design and visual professionalism
· effective use of AI
· evidence of revision and improvement
· delivery and confidence
· timing and pacing
· audience engagement
· professionalism
Sample Rubric
	Category
	Description
	Points

	Content Quality
	Relevant, accurate, meaningful content
	20

	Organization
	Clear opening, body, conclusion, and flow
	15

	Slide Design
	Readable, clean, professional slides
	15

	AI Use and Prompting
	Strong prompting and evidence of revision
	15

	Delivery
	Clear, confident, understandable delivery
	20

	Timing
	Meets time requirements
	5

	Professionalism
	Prepared, polished, audience-aware
	10


Total: 100

15. ATTENDANCE, PARTICIPATION, ACADEMIC INTEGRITY, AND AI USE
Attendance Policy
Traditional attendance is required for this class. The maximum allowance is 3 absences. Because this is a performance-based course built around live speaking, workshop participation, and presentation days, attendance is especially important. Students are responsible for all material covered during any absence, including in-class instructions, peer feedback, and presentation expectations. This attendance language is adapted from your uploaded BA 304 syllabus.
Participation Expectations
Students are expected to attend regularly, check Blackboard regularly, read and follow the syllabus, communicate with the professor when clarification is needed, and contribute respectfully to the learning environment. These expectations are adapted from the “Lander Classroom Responsibilities” section in your uploaded syllabus.
Academic Integrity
Students may not give, use, or receive unauthorized aid in academic activities because these are serious violations of academic integrity. Students are expected to know and accept the consequences of plagiarism and other violations, which may include a failing assignment grade, failing the course, or additional university sanctions. The Lander University Academic Honor Code may be found in the Lander Student Handbook, and students are responsible for understanding the possible consequences of violating the code. This language is adapted from the “Lander Classroom Responsibilities” and “Lander Academic Honor Code” sections of your uploaded syllabus.
AI Use Policy
AI is encouraged in this course, but responsible use is required. Students are expected to use AI to support their work, not replace their effort. AI-generated material should be revised, verified, and improved before it is presented. Students remain responsible for accuracy, quality, clarity, and delivery.
Students are expected to use AI as a helper rather than a substitute for thinking, revise AI-generated material before presenting it, verify claims and examples, make final decisions themselves, speak in their own voice, and document prompting when required. Students may not blindly copy AI output, present unverified information as fact, rely on AI to avoid preparation, or misrepresent AI-generated work when disclosure is required. This course-level AI guidance is consistent with the Lander AI language in your uploaded syllabus stating that faculty may allow or restrict technology use in ways appropriate to the course, provided those expectations are clearly communicated.

16. WEEKLY PROMPT LOG REQUIREMENT
For each presentation, students will submit a brief prompt log. This is one of the most important accountability features in the course because it prevents shallow AI use.
Each prompt log should include:
1. Three to five prompts the student used
2. One example of a weak AI result
3. One example of how the student improved that weak result
4. A short paragraph explaining what AI helped the student do
5. A short paragraph explaining what the student had to fix independently
This requirement ensures that students learn how to think with AI rather than hide behind it.

17. FIFTEEN-WEEK COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1
Class 1: Course introduction; why presentations matter; why AI matters; course expectations
Class 2: What makes a good presentation; presentation anxiety; confidence through repetition
Week 2
Class 1: Prompting fundamentals; asking AI for outlines, structure, and slide content
Class 2: Solo Presentation 1 – Introduce Yourself with AI Support
Week 3
Class 1: Using AI as a presentation assistant; brainstorming, outlining, simplifying, improving
Class 2: Team Presentation 1 – Explain an AI Tool
Week 4
Class 1: Structure of a strong talk; openings, transitions, body, and conclusion
Class 2: Solo Presentation 2 – Teach the Class Something Useful
Week 5
Class 1: Slide design basics; visual simplicity; readability; audience focus
Class 2: Team Presentation 2 – Solve a Real-World Problem
Week 6
Class 1: Building a presentation fast; rapid AI workflows
Class 2: Solo Presentation 3 – Persuasive Presentation
Week 7
Class 1: Storytelling and audience engagement
Class 2: Team Presentation 3 – Comparison Presentation
Week 8
Class 1: Using AI for speaker notes, rehearsal, transitions, and revision
Class 2: Solo Presentation 4 – Information into Story
Week 9
Class 1: Delivery skills; pacing, posture, confidence, professionalism
Class 2: Team Presentation 4 – Crisis or Challenge Response
Week 10
Class 1: How to create a presentation in 15 minutes
Class 2: Solo Presentation 5 – Rapid Build Presentation
Week 11
Class 1: Team workflow with AI; assigning tasks and building consistency
Class 2: Team Presentation 5 – Team Pitch Presentation
Week 12
Class 1: Advanced prompt refinement; adapting presentations for audience and purpose
Class 2: Workshop and revision lab
Week 13
Class 1: AI for presentation coaching; fixing weak flow, weak slides, and weak delivery
Class 2: Mock presentation lab
Week 14
Class 1: Final exam preparation; unknown-topic practice; timed drills
Class 2: Practice and targeted feedback
Week 15
Class 1 / Final Exam Slot: Final Presentation Exam – Assigned topic, timed preparation, live delivery
Class 2 / Final Exam Slot: Remaining final presentations if needed

18. STUDENT-FACING COURSE DESCRIPTION
Welcome to AI for Presentations.
This course is designed to help you become a faster, stronger, and more confident presenter. You will learn how to use AI tools to generate ideas, organize information, improve slides, rehearse your delivery, and strengthen your speaking skill. You will also learn that the best AI results usually come from repeated prompting and revision, not from accepting the first answer.
You will complete multiple presentations during the semester, both individually and in teams. The goal is to help you create stronger presentations faster, reduce anxiety, improve delivery, and develop the soft skills that matter in college and in the workplace.

19. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
AI for Presentations teaches students how to use artificial intelligence to design, refine, and deliver effective presentations. Emphasis is placed on prompt development, iterative revision, slide design, speaking confidence, audience engagement, soft skills development, and rapid presentation creation. Students complete both individual and team presentations and demonstrate the ability to create and deliver a 10-minute presentation under time constraints.

20. CLOSING STATEMENT
This course is designed not only to help students make better presentations, but to help them become more confident, more capable, and more effective communicators in an AI-shaped world. It combines AI literacy with the soft skills development that employers still need most and that technology still cannot replace.



FINAL HARD-SELL CLOSER
If you need one concise closing argument for a dean or curriculum committee, use this:
AI for Presentations is not just a course about AI. It is a course designed to make students more employable, articulate, confident, and professionally prepared. It develops the soft skills employers consistently demand, while also teaching students how to use AI responsibly and effectively. In a moment when students have growing access to AI but persistent weaknesses in communication, this course is not optional enrichment. It is a smart curricular response to a real educational need.
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